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Council- Thursday, 12th May, 2022 

BATH AND NORTH EAST SOMERSET COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Thursday, 12th May, 2022 

 
Present:- Councillors Rob Appleyard, Sarah Bevan, Colin Blackburn, Alison Born, 
Shelley Bromley, Neil Butters, Vic Clarke, Sue Craig, Paul Crossley, Chris Dando, 
Jess David, Tom Davies, Sally Davis, Winston Duguid, Mark Elliott, Michael Evans, 
Andrew Furse, Kevin Guy, Liz Hardman, Joel Hirst, Lucy Hodge, Duncan Hounsell, 
Shaun Hughes, Dr Eleanor Jackson, Grant Johnson, Dr Kumar, Matt McCabe, Hal MacFie, 
Ruth Malloy, Paul May, Robin Moss, Paul Myers, Michelle O'Doherty, Lisa O'Brien, 
Bharat Pankhania, June Player, Vic Pritchard, Manda Rigby, Dine Romero, Mark Roper, 
Richard Samuel, Brian Simmons, Alastair Singleton, Shaun Stephenson-McGall, 
Karen Walker, Sarah Warren, Karen Warrington, Ryan Wills and Joanna Wright 
 
Apologies for absence: Councillors Tim Ball, Gerry Curran, Douglas Deacon, Alan Hale, 
Steve Hedges, Sarah Moore, Bruce Shearn, Andy Wait, Chris Watt and David Wood 
 

  
1    EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE  

 
The Democratic Services Manager drew attention to the emergency evacuation 
procedure. 
   

2    ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 2022/23  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Kevin Guy, seconded by Councillor Vic Pritchard, and 
supported by Councillors Karen Walker and Robin Moss and then 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Shaun Stephenson Mc-Gall be elected Chairman of the 
Council for the Council year 2022/23. 
 
Councillor Shaun Stephenson Mc-Gall made and signed his Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office, received the Chain of Office from Councillor Lisa O’Brien and 
then addressed the Council.  During his speech, Councillor Stephenson Mc-Gall 
indicated that his preferred form of address was Chair.  He thanked Members for 
their support and confidence in him, thanked Councillor O’Brien for chairing Council 
for the previous year and thanked the residents of Oldfield and Oldfield Park for 
continuing to support him.  He looked forward to the varied role upholding the 
Constitution, representing residents and conducting citizenship ceremonies.  He 
would be supporting the Armed Forces community covenant and Armed Forces 
week, championing the work of Parish and Town Councils and helping the 
community celebrate the Platinum Jubilee.  As the first LGBT Chair of Council, he 
looked forward to celebrating Pride and LGBT History month, as an expression of 
the diversity of the community.  He pledged to visit as many wards as possible, 
accompanied by the local councillor, to gain a better understanding of local issues.  
Climate Emergency issues would be at the centre of all his work.  He concluded by 
celebrating democracy, all the more important with current global events, and in this 
spirit of mutual respect and tolerance, he presented a gift of a book to Councillors 
Guy, Pritchard, Walker, Moss and Wright which suggests ways of reducing 
polarisation and bringing people together. 
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FROM THIS STAGE OF THE PROCEEDINGS, COUNCILLOR SHAUN 
STEPHENSON MC-GALL PRESIDED AT THE MEETING. 
   

3    APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 2022-23  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Karen Walker, seconded by Councillor Kevin Guy, and 
unanimously 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor June Player be elected Vice-Chairman of the Council for 
the Council year 2022-23. 
 
Councillor June Player made and signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office, 
received the Chain of Office from Councillor Shaun Stephenson Mc-Gall and 
thanked the Council for her appointment. 
   

4    MINUTES - 25TH MARCH 2022  
 
On a motion from Councillor Kevin Guy, seconded by Councillor Eleanor Jackson, it 
was unanimously 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of March 25th 2022 are approved as a correct record 
and signed by the Chair. 
   

5    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were none. 
   

6    ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL OR FROM THE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
 
Councillor Shaun Stephenson Mc-Gall presented Councillor Lisa O’Brien with her 
past Chairman’s badge. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Vic Pritchard, seconded by Councillor Kevin Guy and 
supported by Councillors Karen Walker and Robin Moss and 
 
RESOLVED that this Council places on record its appreciation of the services 
performed by Councillor Lisa O’Brien in the office of Chairman of the Council for 
2021-22. 
 
Councillor Lisa O’Brien then addressed the Council.  She acknowledged it had been 
a challenging year chairing Council on zoom, thanked officers and her Vice-Chair for 
their support.  She mentioned a few of the grants she had been pleased to award 
during her year, such as to a music organisation combatting loneliness and isolation, 
the Scouts for new equipment, funding for a children’s catch-up maths group and a 
new Mums group.  She highlighted a number of important ceremonies she had been 
privileged to attend, including a tree planting ceremony for the Holocaust and 
welcoming Covid heroes to the Guildhall.  One of the most enjoyable and important 
tasks was to preside over Citizenship ceremonies.   
 
On conclusion, Councillor O’Brien then took a seat in the body of the Chamber. 
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The Chair then; 

 
1. Asked everyone to turn off their mobile phone or switch to silent to avoid 

disrupting the meeting; 
 

2. Reminded Members that the traffic light system would be used for timing 
speeches; and 
 

3. Announced that the meeting was being webcast and invited anyone who did 
not wish to be filmed to make themselves known to the camera operators. 

   
7    TO ANNOUNCE ANY URGENT BUSINESS AGREED BY THE CHAIR  

 
There was none. 
   

8    APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS & OTHER ASSOCIATED 
BUSINESS  
 
The Council considered the Annual business report, which invites Members to 
establish their non-executive and regulatory Committee arrangements for the 
Council Year May 2022 to May 2023. 
 
On a motion from Councillor Kevin Guy, seconded by Councillor Vic Pritchard, it was 
unanimously 
 
RESOLVED to 
 

1. Approve the structure for non-executive and regulatory decision making and 
Policy Development & Scrutiny working (set out in current form in Appendix 1 
of the report); 
 

2. Accordingly, appoint those bodies with membership, terms of reference and 
delegated powers as set out in the Constitution (and with any necessary 
amendments arising from this meeting); 
 

3. Approve the allocation of seats on those Committees and Panels (such seats 
to be filled in accordance with the nominations made by the political groups); 
 

4. Appoint to chair each committee and panel those Councillors as may from 
time to time be nominated by the political group to whom the chairmanship of 
the body is allocated; 
 

5. Authorise the Monitoring Officer to fill any casual vacancies in membership of 
all the bodies constituted and vacancy in the office of Chair of such bodies in 
accordance with the wishes of the political groups; 
 

6. Determine the bodies on which co-opted and independent members are to 
have seats, as either voting or non-voting members and appoint such 
members accordingly (current arrangements are set out in Appendix 1 of the 
report); 
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7. Note the arrangements for the conduct of Cabinet business, as set out in 
section 5 of the report; 
 

8. Note the activity of the Member Advocates, as set out in Appendix 2 to the 
report, and agree the advocate title change from ‘Biodiversity’ to ‘Green 
Infrastructure & Nature Recovery’; 
 

9. Instruct the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with Group Leaders, to make 
appointments on non-executive outside bodies and note that the Leader or 
Cabinet Members will do so for executive outside bodies, where such 
vacancies arise; 
 

10. Note the calendar of meeting dates that has been prepared up to May 2023 
which is available on the Council’s website; 
 

11. Authorise the Monitoring Officer to make and publicise any amendment to the 
Council’s Constitution required, or take any other necessary action, as a result 
of decisions taken at this meeting on this and other reports within the agenda, 
or otherwise as required by law. 

   
9    CONSTITUTION REVIEW - DISPUTED ISSUES  

 
The Council considered a report covering three issues highlighted during the 
Constitution review work on which the Constitution Working group could not agree, 
for full Council to consider. 

Councillor Richard Samuel, in summing up, acknowledged the strength of feeling 
and suggested the Constitution Working group would look at how it could be 
ensured that there is no reduction in public access for questions and statements. 

On a motion from Councillor Richard Samuel, seconded by Councillor Joel Hirst, it 
was 

RESOLVED to 

1. Agree the use of ‘Chair’ as the default terminology within the revised 
Constitution and confirms that the principle of allowing individual Chairs of 
bodies to choose how they wish to be addressed in meetings should remain. 
 

2. Confirm that there should be no change to the principle which requires the full 
text of a statement to a Council meeting from a member of the public or a 
councillor to be submitted in writing by the published deadline for registering 
this intention. 
 

3. Agree that the expression of this principle in Part 4 (A) Rule 34 of the 
Council’s Constitution be clarified, as follows: 
 
“Councillors and members of the Public have the right to put forward petitions 
and statements at a Council meeting. The submission must be relevant to the 
Council and/or the Bath & North East Somerset area. All statements 
(including those supporting a petition) must be submitted in writing (this to 
include transmission by email) and must be lodged with the Monitoring Officer 
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no later than close of business 2 clear working days before the day of the 
meeting at which the submission is to be made (e.g. Monday 5pm for a 
meeting on a Thursday).” 
 

4. Note that Councillors have no involvement in ‘vetting’ statements in advance 
of meetings, and that all Councillors on a committee/panel/body to which a 
statement will be made receive them at the same point before the meeting. 
 

5. Note that when a statement is received, officers will check that it does not 
breach the requirements listed in the Constitution, and that if it does so and 
time permits, they will work with the person to try and enable them to make a 
statement that complies with the rules. 
 

6. Note that the rationale for having sight of statements in advance will enable 
Councillors to have the opportunity to consider the issues raised, in order to 
respond in a meaningful way and ask pertinent questions: otherwise, 
Members have little option but to thank the speaker. It also enables the 
Monitoring Officer or their staff to check that statements comply with the rules 
above. 
 

7. Recommend that the Constitution Working Group consider a mechanism by 
which public speakers can receive a formal response to their statements, 
within a reasonable time. 
 

8. Note that Democratic Services will endeavour to assist and support people 
who are disadvantaged through protected characteristics under the Equalities 
Act, discussing any specific particular difficulties with someone in this situation 
and finding ways to overcome those, as they have always done as part of 
their responsibilities under the Act. 
 

9. Request that the Monitoring Officer produce guidelines on the acceptable 
forms for written statements (for example, to clarify whether bullet points are 
acceptable), and that Council should consider these as part of the 
Constitution Review report in July 2022; and  
 

10. Confirm that the existing principle of not considering political group motions at 
the Annual General meeting of Council is intended to cover the Annual 
General Meeting in any form, and therefore should not be compromised by 
holding an ordinary meeting following the Annual General Meeting. 
 

[Notes: 
1. The above resolution was carried on a split vote as set out below; 

 
Resolution 1  - Unanimous 
Resolutions 2–9  - Councillors in favour – 33, Councillors against - 16 
Resolution 10  - Councillors in favour – 42, Councillors abstaining - 7. 

 
2. During debate, an amendment had been moved by Councillor Robin Moss and seconded by 

Councillor Vic Pritchard to delete recommendations 2 – 9 and replace with the words “There 
is no requirement for any written copy to be provided prior to addressing council meetings”.  
This was lost on a named vote; 
 
Councillors in favour; Councillors Vic Clarke, Chris Dando, Sally Davis, Michael Evans, Liz 
Hardman, Eleanor Jackson, Grant Johnson, Yukteshwar Kumar, Paul May, Robin Moss, Paul 
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Myers, Lisa O’Brien, June Player, Vic Pritchard, Brian Simmons, Karen Warrington, Joanna 
Wright. 
 
Councillors against; Councillors Rob Appleyard, Sarah Bevan, Colin Blackburn, Alison Born, 
Shelley Bromley, Neil Butters, Sue Craig, Paul Crossley, Jess David, Tom Davies, Winston 
Duguid, Mark Elliott, Andy Furse, Kevin Guy, Joel Hirst, Lucy Hodge, Duncan Hounsell, 
Shaun Hughes, Hal McFie, Ruth Malloy, Matt McCabe, Michelle O’Doherty, Bharat 
Pankhania, Manda Rigby, Dine Romero, Mark Roper, Richard Samuel, Alastair Singleton, 
Shaun Stephenson McGall, Karen Walker, Sarah Warren and Ryan Wills.] 
 

   
10    QUESTIONS, STATEMENTS, PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS FROM THE 

PUBLIC  
 
Zhenya Shkil made a statement on behalf of Bath Stands with Ukraine suggesting 
ways in which the Council could give support to a type of twinning arrangement with 
a specific area in Ukraine. The full statement is available attached to the minutes.  
Councillor Vic Pritchard asked Ms Shkil for a little more information about the 2 areas 
she had mentioned, to which she replied that for various reasons, Oleksandriya 
(approx. 60K population) was probably the best option.  The Chair thanked Ms Shkil 
for her statement and referred it to the Leader of Council. 
 
Ben Reed made a statement welcoming the recent news that an operator is sought 
for Bath Approach golf course and hoped this would be a success story for Bath over 
the coming years.  The full statement is available attached to the minutes. The Chair 
thanked Mr Reed for his statement which was referred to the relevant Cabinet 
Member. 
   

11    QUESTIONS, STATEMENTS, PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS FROM 
COUNCILLORS  
 
Councillor Yukteshwar Kumar made a statement to Council about soil degradation, 
and the harmful effect of this in regard to environmental issues, food quality and 
financial impact.  He urged the Council to put pressure on national Government to 
take action to save British soil.  A full copy of the statement is attached to the 
minutes.  The Chair thanked Councillor Kumar for his statement, which was referred 
to the relevant Cabinet Member. 
  
 
 

The meeting ended at 8.49 pm  
 

Chair  
 

Date Confirmed and Signed  
 

Prepared by Democratic Services 



COUNCIL MEETING 12th MAY 2022 

 

STATEMENTS  

 
 

Public statements (item 11) 
 

  Zhenya Shkil  A way to help Ukraine 

  Ben Reed  Approach Golf course 
 
 
Councillor statements (item 12) 
 

  Cllr Kumar   Save Soil  
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A Way to help Ukraine 
 
This is our proposal to link our authority, Bath & NE Somerset with a similar city in Ukraine. 
We are a group of locals and Ukrainian activists known as Bath Stands with Ukraine. 
 
Filling a Gap in Our Response? 
Like others in Britain and Europe, people in BaNES have generously helped the Ukrainian 
people, contributing to national and international charities and aid organisations. Our own 
refugee charity, Bath Welcomes Refugees, has helped potential participants in the Homes 
for Ukraine scheme and is in support of this proposal. 
 
For the scale of the crisis is enormous and a more direct connection between BaNES and a 
specific Ukrainian area could provide a more tangible and visible focus for people here. 
 
A ‘Twinning’ Link? 
Processes of overseas twinning involve different agencies and set procedures. In response 
to our request to BaNES Cabinet, Councillor Romero has asked the Mayor’s office about the 
possibilities of a twinning link. 
 
However, it may be that a less formal kind of link is necessary; for example, similar to those 
set up by BaNES districts like Midsomer Norton, Keynsham and Batheaston.  
So, Bath Stands with Ukraine and other BaNES citizens are urgently asking all councillors for 
an in-principle commitment to twin with a comparable city locality in Ukraine.  
 

  Three such suitable areas have been identified and communications established with 
two of these: Poltava and Oleksandriya in the centre of Ukraine.  

  At the moment, there is no ground fighting in these areas  
  But the residents live under threat of attacks and have to cope with the shortages 

and dislocations caused by the wider conflict.  
 
Aims 
The exact purposes of the link would be defined in conjunction with the Ukrainian partners 
but the general aims would be as follows. 
 

1. To communicate messages of solidarity and support from citizens and organisations 
in BaNES to the Ukrainian community. 

2. To provide channels of communication between BaNES groups and Ukrainian 
recipients for the supply of goods, such as medicines and equipment. 

3. To assist in linking potential refugees with prospective hosts in BaNES. 
4. To link cash-strapped Ukrainian bodies with potential BaNES donors. 
5. To keep BaNES citizens, media, charities and voluntary bodies informed and aware of 

what is happening ‘on the ground’ in an area with which they can identify. 
 
What Specific Help is Requested from BaNES? 

1. Provide official endorsement of the link 
2. Publicise the arrangement through all its media channels, web site etc 
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3. If possible, a small proportion, maybe one day a week, of officer time to assist with 
administrative and communication tasks to be mainly done by local volunteers. 
 

Would councillors from all the parties on BaNES council give their support to this idea?
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BEN REED – STATEMENT TO B&NES COUNCIL MEETING 12/05/22 

 

Good evening everyone. You may recognise me from a couple of previous appearances at Council 

meetings as the organiser of a petition to keep Bath Approach Golf Course open. The recent 

announcement by the Council of a new procurement exercise to find an operator is fantastic news, 

and represents a chance to maximise the benefits of the site for all residents of B&NES. As we enter 

a third summer of temporary closure, the Council continues to bear the unplanned for burden of 

paying for maintenance, the café and toilets lie closed and empty, and large portions of most days 

see far fewer people using the space than in past years. 

I know golf isn’t to everyone’s taste, but pitch and putt is of course the cheap and cheerful cousin of 

a sport which admittedly can be expensive and elitist. This little version of golf is all at once the ideal 

taster activity to bring people into the sport, a great fun activity for groups of families and friends, 

perfect gentle exercise for older people, and by virtue of hired golf clubs even suitable for tourists 

visiting Bath for a day or two. Anyone who like me was born and raised in Bath will know how 

popular the Approach Course has always been, and just how much appetite there still is for a well-

maintained and well-run facility which can literally appeal to almost anyone. This is why over 5,000 

people have signed my petition to keep the Approach Course open. 

It’s important that recent concerns raised by some local residents are addressed, and it’s good to see 

the Council taking these on board. I applaud and wholeheartedly support the Council’s desire to 

eliminate chemical use on site. It’s also absolutely vital that no access restrictions of any description 

are introduced. The harmonious co-existence of pitch and putt over many years with all manner of 

other users of the site must be the template for any tender proposals. Golf does require quite a lot 

of space it’s true, and if commercial viability allows, which I believe it does, then I’d personally love 

to see the space developed to incorporate a community garden, wildflower areas and additional tree 

planting. Combined with a refurbished and revitalised café and the reopening of the toilets I believe 

this procurement can unlock the huge potential for High Common to become a focal point for the 

local community, at the same time as bringing people back to the site from across B&NES and 

beyond. I’m very optimistic that this can be a real success story for Bath over the coming years. 

Thank you! 
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Save Soil 
Cllr. Dr. Yukteshwar Kumar 

 
  When we talk about environmental concerns, we usually talk 

about CO2 emissions, Global warming, climate change, water 
scarcity, pollution. However, there is one massive problem 
humanity is facing, which many of us don’t even know of – the 
Extinction of soil. 
 

  So, what does Extinction of Soil mean? It means that around the 
world, because we have not paid the right kind of attention to it, 
soil is losing its vitality and turning into sand (desertification). 
According to UN Food and Agriculture Agency, 50% of topsoil is 
already lost in the USA. 

 

  It is a call to action for each one of us to urge our governments to 
create The Save Soil movement policies to revitalise the soil that 
nurtures our life. 
 

Each year soil degradation is costing us more than 40 billion Pounds per 
year. 

According to Sadguru, a spiritual leader of India who is on the world 
tour including in the UK, It’s a serious matter because: 

  We have only 70-80 years of soil left (UN prediction) 

  Nutritional crisis: Decline in food production (and a growing 
population to feed). It is estimated if we don’t take any 
action to enrich the soil, there will be 40% less food 
production in 2045 with global population rising to over 9 
billion.  

  Decline in nutritional quality of food produced. If we needed 
one orange for certain nutritional value in 1920, we now 
need 8 oranges to get the same nutritional value. 
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  Degraded soil has less water retention, also more top soil 
erosion. 

  Reduced Organic content affects Climate change as soil 
carbon ends up in atmosphere.  

  Water scarcity. 

  Mass extinction / Biodiversity loss 

Therefore, I request this council to write to the concerned departments in 
the central government to attract their attention and take necessary 
action to save our British soil. 5 methods to save our soil is as follows 
and I shall be happy to draft a letter if the council agrees to write to the 
government departments. 

1 Organic Content Builds Healthy Soil 

2 Tree-based Agriculture or Agroforestry 

3 Reduce Meat Consumption 

4 Fruit Diet – Healthy for You and the Planet 

5 Building a Conscious Planet. 
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